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Dear friends,

I am so pleased to report on the museum’s progress in fiscal year 
2014, which, technically speaking, was the first full year in which  
I have had the pleasure to serve as Executive Director. Working  
with the distinguished board of trustees and very able colleagues, 
we have put many new initiatives in place—enhancing our ability 
to expand capacity, engage visitors, improve operations, stabilize 
finances, and provide leadership in the field of folk art and the 
creative expressions of the self-taught.

Some highlights of the past year? Six remarkable exhibitions, a 30% increase in visitors, and a 32% 
increase in membership. Last year, 78 school groups visited the museum, comprising 2,585 young 
people, and the museum presented more than 200 educational programs including lectures, tours, 
workshops, panel discussions, symposia, readings, and concerts. We reimagined the museum’s 
façade and made it more attractive and informative. And we permanently installed one of our 
monumental and iconic artworks in the museum’s entryway: the entire plaster wall of a nineteenth-
century home in New England, hand-painted in the manner of the “Bear and Pears” artist. 

In FY 2014, we were deeply honored to be the recipient of a prestigious and coveted (and perhaps 
record-breaking) grant of $1.6 million from the Henry Luce Foundation, as part of its 75th anniver-
sary, for a wholly original exhibition titled Self-Taught Genius: Treasures from the American Folk Art 
Museum. The exhibition featured new research—conducted by Stacy C. Hollander, Deputy Director 
for Curatorial Affairs, Chief Curator, and Director of Exhibitions, and Dr. Valérie Rousseau, Curator, 
Art of the Self-Taught and Art Brut—and more than 100 masterworks from the collection, revealing 
the role of art by the self-taught to be paramount to an understanding of the development of  
our national identity. The exhibition is now on a national tour—which is also made possible by the 
Henry Luce Foundation—to six cities across the country, enabling hundreds of thousands of 
Americans and others to experience the power of these works of art. 

I want to thank the museum’s board of trustees for giving me the opportunity to lead this extraordi-
nary institution, and I also want to acknowledge the expertise and dedication of the staff, volunteers, 
and interns. Finally, I wish to thank Mrs. Joyce Cowin, whose vision and dedication have ensured 
that folk art is accessible to people of all ages and backgrounds. 

We hope you will join us as we continue to further our mission and share a remarkable legacy with 
art lovers worldwide.

Sincerely,

Anne-Imelda Radice, PhD
Executive Director
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Dear friends and supporters of the American Folk 
Art Museum,

When I wrote my first letter as President of the Board of Trustees almost 
three years ago, I spoke of the excitement and opportunity the museum 
trustees and staff felt as we began to reimagine, revitalize, and reinvent 
the museum after a challenging time. We were entering a dynamic and 
new phase in our history, and recognized that we would be undertaking 
new initiatives and developing new approaches. We knew there were 
many obstacles ahead of us, but we were confident we could succeed with 
the support of the museum’s trustees and other friends.

While there remain challenges ahead of us, I am delighted to report on our achievements since that 
first letter. Three accomplishments stand out:

First, we have met the primary goal of our December 2011 strategic plan for the museum: to 
consistently “get the art out there.” We have had an outstanding array of exhibitions in our space at 
Lincoln Square, in venues provided by other institutions, in traveling exhibitions from our collec-
tion, and in the loan of artworks from our collection to the shows of others.

Secondly, we found and hired an outstanding new Executive Director, Dr. Anne-Imelda Radice.  
We could never have expected that our need and her interest and availability could have coincided 
to bring us an executive of her outstanding experience, judgment, and capability. Every day I am 
thankful she chose to apply her many skills to our opportunity!

Thirdly, we have lived financially within our means, operating with a balanced budget for the past 
two fiscal years. I would especially like to recognize the support of our trustees, and particularly 
Joyce Cowin, whose commitment in 2011 provided the financial underpinning of our successes 
since then.

Lastly, we have continued to improve virtually every aspect of our internal operations and the services 
provided to our various audiences, as described more fully in Anne’s letter on the previous page.

In my first letter, I talked of “please” and “thank you.” Again I would say, please come to the 
museum, enjoy what we offer, and support us if you can; and thank you for all of your past, present, 
and future participation and support! We do this for you.

Sincerely,

Monty Blanchard
President of the Board of Trustees
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number of days open:  

90
total number of visitors:  

36,010
Average number of  
visitors per day:  

400

exhibitions

installation photography by Gavin Ashworth
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“this show firmly places traylor’s 

art where it belongs, in a tradition 

of abbreviated figuration that runs 

the length of human existence  

and across all cultures, from cave 

paintings, through cycladic and 

African sculpture and American 

indian ledger drawings, to paul 

klee’s high-strung creatures and 

George herriman’s krazy kat.” 
—robertA smith,  
New York Times, July 5, 2013
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“the former slave bill traylor is  

one of the best American artists. 

Ever. Wrongly labeled an ‘outsider,’ 

the man behind this spine-and- 

retina-tingling show (more than  

60 drawings) had one of the  

greatest graphic sensibilities of  

the twentieth century.” 
—JerrY sAltz,  
New York magazine, July 2013

bill traylor: Drawings from the collection of the high Museum of Art 
and the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts 

June 11–sePtemBer 22, 2013

This exhibition was co-organized by the High Museum of Art, Atlanta, and the Montgomery 
Museum of Fine Arts, Montgomery, and was supported in part by an award from the National 
Endowment for the Arts. The presentation at the American Folk Art Museum was the fourth  
and final venue for the traveling exhibition. 

The presentation of both Bill Traylor exhibitions at the American Folk Art Museum was sponsored in part 
by Joyce Berger Cowin, public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership 
with the City Council, the Ford Foundation, the Robert Lehman Foundation, the David Davies and Jack 
Weeden Fund for Exhibitions, and Laura and Richard Parsons. 
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“the magnitude of this exhibition 

reveals surprising oversights in 

critical reception of traylor’s work 

in decades past. though traylor’s 

place in the pantheon of revered 

American artists seems assured, 

the usual characterizations of his 

oeuvre leave much unsaid—the 

museum’s own ‘traylor in Motion’ 

brings an overlooked aspect of his 

work, kinesis, to the fore.” 
—AlAnA shilling,  
Brooklyn Rail, June 15, 2013 

traylor in Motion: Wonders from new york collections

June 11–sePtemBer 22, 2013

Cocurators: Stacy C. Hollander, Deputy Director 
for Curatorial Affairs, Chief Curator, and Director 
of Exhibitions, and Dr. Valérie Rousseau, Curator, 
Art of the Self-Taught and Art Brut. 

The curators gratefully acknowledge the generosity  
of the following lenders to this exhibition: Collection of 
Audrey Heckler, Collection of Susan and Jerry Lauren, 
Louis-Dreyfus Family Collection, Collection of Siri von 
Reis, Collection of Luise Ross, and a private collection.

untitlED (ExcitinG EVEnt: MAn on chAir, MAn With 
riFlE, DoG chAsinG Girl, yElloW birD, AnD othEr 
FiGurEs), bill traylor (c. 1854–1949), Montgomery, Alabama, 
1939–1942, poster paint, pencil, colored pencil, and charcoal 
on cardboard, 15 1/2 x 11 1/2", louis-Dreyfus Family 
collection.
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recent Gifts

June 11–sePtemBer 22, 2013

This exhibition highlighted the newest donations of significant artworks to the museum’s collection. 
The artworks included were generously donated by Gordon W. Bailey, Helen and Jack Bershad, 
Cynthia K. Easterling, Louise W. Floeckher, the Kathryn Trotta Kane family, Susan and Laurence 
Lerner, Leo Rabkin, Ron and June Shelp, Nancy Karlins Thoman, and Mr. and Mrs. Walter L. Wolf.

thrEE chilDrEn oF hEnry JoslEn cArtEr, Ammi phillips (1788–1865), stockbridge, Massachusetts, 1860, oil on 
canvas, 28 3/4 x 37 1/2", American Folk Art Museum, gift of cynthia k. Easterling in honor of my grandmother Grace E. 
carter, 2012.5.1. photo courtesy heritage Auctions, inc.
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risinG stAr VAriAtion quilt, Elsey A. halstead (1830–1850), Minisink (now Middletown), new york, dated March 23, 
1848, cotton, 100 x 85", American Folk Art Museum, gift of kathryn trotta kane and family in memory of our beloved 
grandmother Margaret halstead Minch. May an appreciation of the love, beauty, and hard work that went into this quilt 
continue to inspire future generations. We sincerely hope that others will experience the same joy the quilt has given 
our family over many years., 2012.16.1. photo by Gavin Ashworth.
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number of days open:  

82
total number of visitors:  

29,182
Average number of  
visitors per day:  

356
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“ . . . the point to take away from this 

show is that quilt making was, and 

is, a highly personal art form,  

and that artists should feel free to 

tinker with it as they see fit.”
—kAren rosenberg,  
New York Times, December 27, 2013

installation photography by Gavin Ashworth
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“these [artworks] are homages to 

today’s disposable culture, not to 

the durable textures or well work 

warmth of yesteryear. this is no 

shortcoming on their part. true to 

form, it is an affirmation of art 

continuing to do what it has always 

done—provide a visual perspective 

of life evolving.” 
—JoYce beckenstein,  
Surface Design, Winter 2014

alt_quilts: sabrina Gschwandtner, luke haynes, stephen sollins

octoBer 1, 2013–JAnuAry 5, 2014

Curator: Stacy C. Hollander, Deputy Director for Curatorial Affairs, Chief Curator, and Director of 
Exhibitions.

alt_quilts was supported in part by Joyce Berger Cowin, 
public funds from the New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, the 
Ford Foundation, and the David Davies and Jack Weeden  
Fund for Exhibitions. 
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“keep up the great work. the 

integration of male quilters  

and quilters working with other 

media (film) was inspiring.” 
—Visitor From rounD rock, texAs

Above: Arts AnD crAFts, sabrina Gschwandtner (b. 1977), 
new york city, 2012, 16 mm film and polyamide thread,  
23 x 23", collection of Jerrie Whitfield and Dick Motika,  
los Angeles. photo by Matt suib, Greenhouse Media, 
courtesy the philadelphia Art Alliance.

right: untitlED (AFtErthouGht), stephen sollins 
(b. 1967), brooklyn, 2010, used envelopes (printed paper, ink, 
pencil, acetate, stamps), 41 3/8 x 31 1/8", courtesy pavel 
zoubok Gallery, new york. photo by tom powel imaging.
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“be it in a fabric’s pattern, the 

narrative intrigue behind an object, 

or the disembodiment and playful-

ness that this project allows,  

each designer has found something 

uniquely compelling about the 

collection to translate into new 

work: liberated from mechanistic 

function, these designers were 

given a unique opportunity to 

showcase their commercial skills 

while engaging in non-exploitative 

dialogue with these powerful 

objects of American identity.” 
—oonA hAAs,  
Brooklyn Rail, march 4, 2014

number of days open:  

81
total number of visitors:  

30,438
Average number of  
visitors per day:  

375
installation photography by Gavin Ashworth
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Folk couture: FAshion AnD Folk Art

“loved it—the connections 

between fashion and precious 

folk art was glorious.  

thank you!” 
—Visitor From DenVer, colorADo
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Folk couture: Fashion and Folk Art

JAnuAry 21–APrIl 23, 2014

Guest Curator: Alexis Carreño. Project Coordinator: Stacy C. Hollander, Deputy Director for 
Curatorial Affairs, Chief Curator, and Director of Exhibitions. 

the designers: John Bartlett, Michael Bastian, Chadwick Bell, Fabio Costa, Creatures of the Wind, 
Gary Graham, Catherine Malandrino, Bibhu Mohapatra, Ronaldus Shamask, Yeohlee Teng,  
threeASFOUR, Koos van den Akker, and Jean Yu. 

special website dedicated to Folk Couture: fashionandfolkart.tumblr.com/exhibition

Major support for the exhibition was provided by Joyce Berger Cowin and The Coby Foundation, Ltd. 
Additional support was from public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partner-
ship with the City Council, New York State Council on the Arts, the Ford Foundation, the David Davies and 
Jack Weeden Fund for Exhibitions, Jean S. and Frederic A. Sharf, and Elizabeth V. and Irwin H. Warren. 

“‘Folk couture’ is a welcome sign 

that the Folk Art Museum is upping 

the intensity and embracing the 

spirit of competition.” 
—kAren rosenberg,  
New York Times, February 27, 2014
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number of days open:  

83
total number of visitors:  

35,214
Average number of  
visitors per day:  

424
installation photography by Gavin Ashworth
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“ . . . it’s refreshing to consider an 

exhibition designed to rehabilitate 

the term [genius] and to do so along 

inspirationally democratic lines. 

‘self-taught Genius: treasures from 

the American Folk Art Museum’ is 

not only an enthralling display of 

about 100 works from the museum’s 

permanent collection; it’s also an 

intellectually provocative effort to 

rethink the nature of artistic 

creativity.” 
—ken Johnson,  
New York Times, may 22, 2014

selF-tAught genius: treAsures From 
the AmericAn Folk Art museum



22

self-taught Genius: treasures from the American Folk Art Museum

mAy 10–August 17, 2014

Cocurators: Stacy C. Hollander, Deputy Director for Curatorial Affairs, Chief Curator, and Director 
of Exhibitions, and Dr. Valérie Rousseau, Curator, Art of the Self-Taught and Art Brut. 

The exhibition and national tour of Self-Taught Genius: Treasures from the American Folk 
Art Museum are made possible by generous funding from the Henry Luce Foundation, as part 
of its 75th anniversary initiative. 

special website dedicated to Self-taught Genius: www.selftaughtgenius.org 

“i was very happy to see many 

different types of artists and media 

represented—women, minorities, 

etc., and non-traditional media 

used. i don’t see this enough at 

other museums. bravo!” 
–Visitor from los Angeles, california
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“ . . . the artists here demonstrate 

little interest in art history. 

rousseau and hollander argue that, 

in spite of such differences, or  

even because of them, the objects  

here, with their themes of protest, 

self-improvement and resilience, 

constitute an invaluable part  

of America’s broader sense of 

national identity.” 
—Anne DorAn,  
Time Out New York, June 13, 2014

AmericAn Folk Art museum 
neW york cIty 
mAy 13–August 17, 2014

Figge Art museum 
DAvenPort, IoWA 
novemBer 15, 2014–mArch 15, 2015

mingei internAtionAl museum 
sAn DIego, cAlIFornIA 
APrIl 18–August 16, 2015

Amon cArter museum oF  
AmericAn Art 
Fort Worth, texAs 
octoBer 10, 2015–JAnuAry 3, 2016

neW orleAns museum oF Art
neW orleAns, louIsIAnA 
FeBruAry 26–mAy 22, 2016

sAint louis Art museum 
sAInt louIs, mIssourI 
June 19–sePtemBer 11, 2016

tAmpA museum oF Art 
tAmPA, FlorIDA 
octoBer 1, 2016–JAnuAry 8, 2017

nAtionAl tour 
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loAns il enciclopedico Palazzo del 
Mondo (The Encyclopedic Palace of the 
World) served as the theme and centerpiece of 
the 2013 Venice Biennale, selected by Biennale 
curator and New Museum’s Associate Director, 
Massimiliano Gioni. The work is one of two 
magnificent architectural models designed and 
handmade by Italian immigrant Marino Auriti. 
As described in his mission statement, the 
Encyclopedic Palace was to be “an entirely new 
concept in museums, designed to hold all  
the works of man in whatever field, discoveries 
made and those which may follow.” This 
grandiose ambition to house humankind’s 
greatest achievements “from the wheel to the 
satellite” was intended for the Mall in 
Washington, DC, and would have stood at 136 
stories and 2,322 feet. 

loans in Fy 2014 

American Visionary Art Museum, MD

Asheville Art Museum, NC

California African American Museum, CA

Farnsworth Art Museum, ME

Gracie Mansion, NY

Haifa Museum of Art, Israel

Hancock Shaker Village, MA

Hayward Gallery, United Kingdom

Lawrence Heritage State Park Gallery, MA

The Lowery, United Kingdom

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY

Museum of Biblical Arts, NY

Museo de las Americas, Puerto Rico

Smithsonian American Art Museum, 
Washington, DC 

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin, WI

Studio Museum in Harlem, NY

EncyclopEDic pAlAcE/PAlAzzo enCiCloPediCo/PAlACio enCiCloPediCo/PAlAiS enCyCloPédique or 
MonuMento nAzionAle. ProGetto enCiCloPediCo PAlAzzo (u.s. patent no. 179,277), Marino Auriti (1891–1980), 
kennett square, pennsylvania, c. 1950s, wood, plastic, glass, metal, hair combs, and model kit parts, 11 x 7 x 7', American 
Folk Art Museum, gift of colette Auriti Firmani in memory of Marino Auriti, 2002.35.1.



25

publicAtions 
Folk Art and the Clarion, 
1971–2008

In November 2013, the museum 
launched a free, digitized archive of  
118 issues of Folk Art (formerly 
The Clarion), which was published 
between 1971 and 2008, hosted at 
www.issuu.com. Museum trustee 
Karin Fielding and her husband,  
Dr. Jonathan Fielding, generously 
matched a grant from the Friends of 
Heritage Preservation; these grants  
were further bolstered by a gift  
from the American Folk Art Society. 

traylor in Motion: Wonders 
from new york collections” 

Exhibition brochure and illustrated 
checklist. Essay by Stacy C. Hollander 
and Dr. Valérie Rousseau. New York: 
American Folk Art Museum, 2013.  
8 pages.

alt_quilts: sabrina 
Gschwandtner, luke  
haynes, stephen sollins”

Exhibition brochure and illustrated 
checklist. Essay by Stacy C. Hollander. 
New York: American Folk Art  
Museum, 2013. 8 pages.

Folk Couture: Fashion and 
Folk Art

Exhibition catalog. By Alexis Carreno; 
Foreword by Dr. Anne-Imelda Radice; 
Introduction by Stacy C. Hollander. 
New York: American Folk Art Museum, 
2014. 96 pages. The exhibition catalog is 
sponsored by Jean S. and Frederic A. Sharf 
and Elizabeth V. and Irwin H. Warren.

Self-taught Genius: 
treasures from the 
American Folk Art 
Museum

Exhibition catalog. By Stacy C. 
Hollander and Valérie Rousseau; 
Foreword by Dr. Anne-Imelda 
Radice. New York: American 

Folk Art Museum, 2014. 296 pages.  
The exhibition, catalog, and national tour are  
made possible by generous funding from the Henry  
Luce Foundation, as part of its 75th anniversary 
initiative.

contributions to outside 
publications

Hollander, Stacy C. “The Game is Afoot: The 
Gameboard Collection of Bruce and Doranna 
Wendel.” The Magazine Antiques (July/August 
2013): 82–91.

Rousseau, Valérie. “Outsider.” In Oeuvres 
(encyclopedia), 220–221. Villeneuve d’Ascq, 
France: LaM, Musée d’art moderne, d’art 
contemporain et d’art brut, 2014.

Rousseau, Valérie. “Visionary Architectures.”  
In The Alternative Guide to the Universe: 
Mavericks, Outsiders, Visionaries (exh. cat.), 
68–73. London: Hayward Gallery, 2013.

Rousseau, Valérie and Sarah Lombardi.  
“Richard Greaves.” In The Alternative Guide to 
the Universe: Mavericks, Outsiders, Visionaries 
(exh. cat.), 74–77. London: Hayward Gallery, 
2013.

“

“
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eDucAtionAl progrAms

“i had so much fun at the American 

Folk Art Museum. i loved seeing all 

of bill traylor’s artwork. i learned  

a lot. My favorite one was the one 

with all the animals and people 

trying to get the rabbit, it made me 

think of Alice in Wonderland. thank 

you! i hope i have a chance one day 

to go back to the museum.”
—Ally, student at ps 87
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prek–Grade 12 tours 

All programs are thematic, interactive, and led by experienced museum educators. Students directly 
engage with works of art through dynamic conversations and gallery activities. School programs 
focus on curriculum areas including art, English language arts, and social studies, and relate to the 
New York State Learning Standards and the NYC Curriculum Blueprint for Teaching and Learning 
in the Arts. The museum’s inquiry-based tours also support classroom learning in the ways encour-
aged by the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). School programs and multi-session partner-
ships develop skills in evidential reasoning, critical thinking, and public speaking.

Museum-school partnerships 

Multisession collaborations between the museum’s education department and schools combine 
exhibition-based programs with specialized classroom visits by an experienced museum educator. 
These multiple-visit school partnerships provide students with a unique opportunity to hone their 
critical thinking skills and powers of observation. Customized to meet each school’s objectives, 
school partnerships can also include artmaking workshops, professional development for school 
staff, and programs for families. School partnerships are appropriate for all age levels. 

in Fy 2014 the museum partnered with Growing up Green public charter school in long island city, 

queens, with 90 students in the 1st grade for a three-session partnership in May and June 2014.

Families and Folk Art program on April 5, 2014. photo by Elena bernstein.
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teen Docent program

High school juniors and seniors are eligible to become teen docents at the museum. Teen docents 
learn about the museum’s collection and careers in the arts, hone their public speaking skills, and 
participate in exchanges with other museum teen councils from around the city. 

in Fy 2014 the program accepted ten students from Washington heights Expeditionary learning 

school and talent unlimited high school. the results of their year-long project are documented on 

the teen docent blog at http://teendocentblog.wordpress.com.

Teens who successfully complete the Teen Docent Program are eligible to apply for a part-time paid 
position at the museum to assist with the Summer Camp Program.

sweet readers

Sweet Readers is an organization that pairs middle school students with elderly individuals who 
have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease. In partnership with the Museum of Biblical Art 
(MOBIA), the Brearley School, the Collegiate School, and the senior residence Atria 86, Director  
of Education Rachel Rosen organized an 18-session program during the 2013–2014 school year.  
The museum worked with students and those with Alzheimer’s in the museum’s galleries, discussing 
works of art and engaging in poetry and artmaking activities that were tied to direct experiences 
with the artworks. 

During this year-long program, 108 students worked with 108 seniors.

summer camp programs

The museum welcomes camp and youth groups to explore themes related to special exhibitions 
through interactive tours, with an optional studio component. Campers uncover the stories behind 
artworks through group discussion, work with the museum’s Touch Collection, and create a 
portfolio of drawings in the galleries to take home. 

in Fy 2014, the museum served 752 campers.

students from tuscan Elementary school. photo by 
Elena bernstein.
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Education partnerships in Fy 2014

Cool Culture 
COPE NYC
Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT)
Hearthstone Alzheimer’s Care 
Hunter College
The Memory Tree 
Queens Museum of Art 
The Stephen Wise Synagogue
Sunnyside Community Services
Vassar College 

COPE NYC is an interdisciplinary and inclusive art program; the Memory Tree is New York City’s first 
organization devoted to people with mild memory loss, their families, and their caregivers; and Cool 
Culture provides New York’s preK-aged children with access to arts and culture, as a way to increase 
literacy and learning in early childhood.

top: students from the school at columbia university work with quilts from the museum’s touch collection to examine 
how quilts are made. photo by Elena bernstein. Above: students from saint Aloysius tour Self-taught Genius. photo by 
Elena bernstein.
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For Educators

Curriculum guides are created for teachers with the support of a panel of DOE instructors from 
many disciplines. All guides are distributed to hundreds of teachers in the five boroughs and are 
available for download online for free. 

over 1,000 curriculum guides were distributed or downloaded in Fy 2014.

selF-tAught genius, grADes k–12
mAy 2014

Quilts explorAtion guiDe, grADes k–12
octoBer 2013

other guiDes AVAilAble:

comPAss: Folk Art In Four DIrectIons, grADes k–12

Folk Art reveAleD, grADes Prek–5 AnD grADes 6–12

In the reAlms oF henry DArger, grADes 9–12

On February 26, 2014, the Education Department hosted a “Museum Throw Down” event, orga-
nized by the founder of artmuseumteaching.org with leading museum educators from the Portland 
Museum of Art, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Queens Museum of Art. 60 educators 
attended.
 Educators’ Open House events were held on October 17, 2013 and February 12, 2014 at the 
museum. 48 New York City teachers received private exhibition tours, classroom resources, and 
literature on school programming developed by the American Folk Art Museum. 
 The museum hosted the New York City Museum Educators Roundtable on April 21, 2014.  
35 New York City educators gave presentations on topics such as evaluation and social media.

Major support for education 
programs in FY 2014 was provided 
by public funds from the New York 
City Department of Cultural Affairs 
in partnership with the City Council. 
Additional funding was provided by 
the Blanchette Hooker Rockefeller 
Fund and the Beth M. Uffner Arts 
Fund.

A student from cAMbA summer camp 
program. photo by Elena bernstein.
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public progrAms

in Fy 2014 lectures and symposia were supported 

by a grant from the national Endowment for the 

Arts. 

Videos of an extensive selection of lectures,  

dialogues, and talks are available online at  

https://vimeo.com/folkartmuseum.

A full house at the bill traylor symposium. photo by Elena bernstein.
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symposia 

bill trAYlor: beYonD the Figure
sePtemBer 16, 2013  
AmerIcAn Folk Art museum

An in-depth daylong symposium devoted 
exclusively to Bill Traylor that brought together 
a dozen distinctive voices—artists, curators, 
scholars—to explore facets of the artist’s work 
and life through a variety of approaches. 
Organized by Valérie rousseau, PhD, Curator, 
Art of the Self-Taught and Art Brut. 
Proceedings to be published. 

panelists: bridget r. cooks, Associate Professor, 
University of California, Irvine; susan Mitchell 

crawley, Independent Curator; bernard l. 

herman, Professor, University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill; stacy c. hollander, Deputy Director 
for Curatorial Affairs, Chief Curator, and 
Director of Exhibitions, American Folk Art 
Museum; Judith McWillie, Professor Emeritus, 
University of Georgia, Athens; peter Morrin, 
Director, Center for Arts and Culture 
Partnerships, University of Louisville, Kentucky; 
randall Morris, Writer and Gallerist; charles 

russell, Professor Emeritus, Rutgers University; 
Mechal sobel, Professor Emeritus, University 
of Haifa, Israel; and Jeffrey Wolf, Filmmaker. 

keynote address: radcliffe bailey, Artist. 

Moderators: Alana D. shilling, PhD, Writer and 
Independent Art Critic, and Valérie rousseau, 
PhD, Curator, Art of the Self-Taught and Art 
Brut, American Folk Art Museum. 

selF-tAught genius: A Full-DAY 

sYmposium
mAy 12, 2014 
tIme WArner corPorAte heADquArters

Thinkers from a variety of disciplines gathered 
to share perspectives on topics related to the 
exhibition Self-Taught Genius: Treasures from the 
American Folk Art Museum. Organized by 
suzanne de Vegh, Director of Public Programs 
and Audience Engagement. 

panelists: stacy c. hollander, Deputy Director 
for Curatorial Affairs, Chief Curator, and 
Director of Exhibitions, American Folk Art 
Museum; Dan McAdams, Henry Wade Rogers 
Professor of Psychology and Chairman, 
Psychology Department, Northwestern 
University; Darrin McMahon, Ben Weider 
Professor of History, Florida State University; 
William D. Moore, Associate Professor, 
American Material Culture, Department of 
History of Art & Architecture, Boston University; 
caelan Mys, Curator, the Estate of Eugene Von 
Bruenchenhein; Alissa quart, Writer; Valérie 

rousseau, PhD, Curator, Art of the Self-Taught 
and Art Brut, American Folk Art Museum;  
and lynnette spillman, Professor, Department 
of Sociology, University of Notre Dame. 

keynote address: Adam Gopnik, Writer. 

Moderator: Andrei codrescu, Writer.

Adam Gopnik delivers the keynote address at the 
Self-taught Genius symposium. photo by Elena 
bernstein.
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lectures and panel Discussions

“Ammi Phillips: Masterworks,” lecture by stacy 

c. hollander, August 7, 2013. 

“Masterworks: The New York Quilt Project, 
1988–1991,” lecture by lee kogan, August 21, 
2013. 

Artist talk and tour of alt_quilts with luke 

haynes, October 3, 2013. 

Annual Quilt Day, quilt-guild demonstrations 
and a talk by stacy c. hollander, October 26, 
2013.  

Artist talk by sabrina Gschwandtner and 
film screening of Quilts in Women’s Lives, 
November 13, 2013. 

Artist talk by stephen sollins, December 12, 
2013.  

Designers on Art series: 

koos van den Akker, January 29, 2014. 

John bartlett, January 30, 2014.  

Gary Graham, April 1, 2014.  

Fabio costa, April 10, 2014.  

“Interplay: Fashion and Folk Art,” panel 
discussion, April 23, 2014. speakers: kathy 

battista, Director of Contemporary Art, 
Sotheby’s Institute of Art; Amy Fine collins, 

Special Correspondant, Vanity Fair; thierry-

Maxime loriot, Curator, Montreal Museum 
of Fine Arts; and lucy sykes, Fashion Director 
and Author. Moderated by stella bugbee, 
Editorial Director, The Cut, New York 
Magazine’s fashion and lifestyle site. 

“New Discoveries in Pennsylvania German and 
Germanic Folk Art,” lecture by lisa Minardi, 
May 28, 2014. 

“The Roots of Self-Taught Genius,” lecture by 
stacy c. hollander, June 10, 2014. 

Access programs for Adults 

Folk Art reFlections
FIrst thursDAy oF every month, 
2:30–3:30 Pm

This interactive and discussion-based program 
for individuals with Alzheimer’s and their 
family members or care partners brings the 
world of folk art to life through conversation. 
In general, participating care partners report 
that they enjoy the museum’s exhibitions, value 
contact with other care partners, and see a 
positive increase in overall mood and alertness 
in their companion. Many come each month 
and report that they have attended more than 
three sessions of Folk Art Reflections. 

sabrina Gschwandtner gives a talk at the museum about 
her work in alt_quilts. photo by Elena bernstein.

“interplay: Fashion and Folk Art” panelists. left to right: stella bugbee, 
lucy sykes, thierry-Maxime loriot, Amy Fine collins, kathy battista. 
photo by Elena bernstein.
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Family programs

FAmilies AnD Folk Art
FIrst sAturDAy oF every month, 1–2 Pm 

Families and Folk Art introduces children ages 
4 to 12 and their accompanying adults to folk 
art through interactive discussion-based tours 
in the galleries followed by hands-on artmaking 
activities inspired by objects in the museum. 
Families and Folk Art is frequently featured in 
Time Out New York Kids. 

craft Workshops

mAke it thursDAY
select thursDAys, 6–7 Pm

This program is a series of hands-on workshops 
and discussions with leaders in the DIY 
community. A sampling of workshops offered 
includes making an embroidery sampler, a 
felted wool soap holder, scout badges, dream 
catchers, narrative collages, felted wreaths, 
scrapbooking, and hats. 

Music programs

JAzz+WeDnesDAYs 
WeDnesDAys, 2–3 Pm

Acclaimed jazz guitarist Bill Wurtzel and guests 
draw a regular and enthusiastic crowd each 
week playing standards from the American 
Songbook.

Free music FriDAYs
FrIDAys, 5:30–7:30 Pm

Free Music Fridays fills the galleries with folk 
and acoustic music every Friday evening. The 
program is organized and run by Lara Ewen, an 
accomplished musician with two solo record-
ings. Musicians for the first Friday of every 
month are selected by Jalopy Theatre and 
School of Music, a Brooklyn-based community 
arts center combining a music school, instru-
ment repair shop and performance space, all 
dedicated to promoting new and traditional 
roots music from around the world. 

contributions to outside programs

october 26, 2013, Outsider Art Fair, Paris. 
Valérie Rousseau organized and moderated the 
panel discussion “The Shaman and Artist  
as Transgressors: The Representation of 
Otherness” with Sandra Adam-Couralet, 
Curator, and Nanette Jacomijn Snoep, Musée 
du Quai Branly.

october 25, 2013, Outsider Art Fair, Paris. 
Valérie Rousseau organized and moderated the 
panel discussion “Opening of Artistic and 
Cultural Frontiers” with Jean-Hubert Martin 
and Barbara Safarova. 

June 19, 2014, Studio Museum, Harlem, New 
York. Valérie Rousseau participated in the talk 
and panel discussion “Matters of the Mind” 
with Tom di Maria, Jacolby Satterwhite, and 
Thomas Lax.

october 23, 2013. Valérie Rousseau gave the 
lecture “Bill Traylor and Art Brut. An American 
Perspective” In the context of the seminar 
“Speaking of Art Brut Today,” led by associate 
professor Barbara Safarova, in collaboration 
with La maison rouge, abcd & the Collège 
International de Philosophie, Paris.

A group from sunnyside community services at a Folk 
Art reflections program. photo by Elena bernstein.
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clockwise from top: Emcee tim Gunn; From left: 
lucy sykes rellie, Gala honoree, Dr. Valerie 
steele, Gala honoree, yaz hernandez, Gala chair, 
laura parsons, Gala chair, and tim Gunn; the 
2013 Annual Gala.

museum FrienDs

the 2013 Annual Gala raised  

75% more 
than the previous year’s Gala.

young Folk

Young Folk is a community of young supporters that explores folk and self-taught art through 
dynamic programs, events, and engaging social media. Young Folk launched in 2014 with 144 
charter members, 3 private collection tours, and an after party at the Outsider Art Fair, New York. 

facebook.com/yngflk

twitter.com/yngflk

instagram.com/yngflk

left to right: A young Folk 
event. photo by kat 
hennessey; A young Folk 
member. photo by billy  
Farrell Agency.
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council for traditional Folk Art 

The council’s purpose is to provide guidance to the museum 
and to promote the appreciation of traditional folk art 
through scholarship, research, and other activities focusing 
on early American paintings, furniture, textiles, sculpture, 
and decorative arts. The council’s Co-chairs are museum 
trustees Karin Fielding and Barbara L. Gordon.

An event at the museum sponsored by the council for traditional Folk 
Art. From left: karin Fielding, barbara l. Gordon, and Monty blanchard.

council for the study of Art brut and the self-taught

The council’s purpose is to provide support and guidance to the museum, underwrite scholarly 
programs and symposia, conserve and preserve contemporary materials, develop original scholarly 
research and publications, acquire new works, and teach future generations about the singular 
expressions so eloquently embodied in the work of self-taught masters. The council’s Chair is 
museum trustee Audrey Heckler.

The council sponsored the Outsider Art Fair Visionary Award 2014, which honored the Corcoran 
Gallery of Art and the 1982 exhibition Black Folk Art in America, 1930–1980 and gave special 
recognition to John Beardsley, Jane Livingston, Dr. Peter Marzio (in memoriam), and Dr. Regenia A. 
Perry for their contributions to the exhibition. 

From left: peggy loar, 
Dr. regenia A. perry, 
charles thaggert,  
Dr. Valérie rousseau, 
Audrey heckler,  
Dr. Anne-imelda radice, 
and stacy c. hollander. 
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chAnges At 2 lincoln sQuAre

Digital sign and Window banner

The façade of the museum at Lincoln Square got  
a makeover in FY 2014. Thanks to the generosity  
of Penny and Allan Katz and the Hyde and 
Watson Foundation, the museum now has an 
eye-catching digital sign to promote exhibitions 
and programs and to entice visitors to stop in by 
reminding them that admission to the museum  
is free. Additionally, a new, large-scale window 
banner promotes the current exhibitions. 
According to visitor surveys, a significant number 
of visitors reported that they came into the 
museum because they were attracted to signage 
outside the museum. 

Scenic Wall installed for 
permanent View

Among the most monumental of works of early American folk art are painted murals, which were 
once a prominent feature of many homes. Few remain intact. Installed on permanent view at the 
museum is a scenic wall from the upper hallway of a Thornton, New Hampshire, house. The wall 
was removed from the historic house in its entirety; it stands more than seven feet high and twelve 
feet wide. The painted imagery is uncanny: palm trees, an elephant, and soldiers. This unlikely 
juxtaposition is related in spirit to early nineteenth-century French scenic wallpapers, which were 
imported for use in American homes. The freehand painting, once credited to Rufus Porter, is 
attributed to an itinerant artist known only as the Bear and Pears Artist, after the decoration on  
a fireboard from Lisbon, New Hampshire, that includes the distinctive motif of trees heavily laden 
with red pears and a bear trying to climb a tree. The museum is grateful to William 
Bernhard and Catherine Cahill for this historic and aesthetically important gift.

Above: Window banner, left, and digital 
screen catch the eyes of passersby. photo  
by Elena bernstein. right: installing Scenic 
Wall at the museum. photos by Ann-Marie 
reilly.
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museum shop

The American Folk Art Museum Shop features hundreds of 
different products made by artisans from around the globe. 
From delightful handmade animals made in Charleston, South 
Carolina, to hand-painted wooden seedpod birds collected and 
painted by a family in Zimbabwe, there is a diverse and 
engaging selection of gift items and books to choose from. The 
Shop always seeks out the unique, the whimsical, and the 
surprising to delight its many visitors.

The Shop was featured in Condé Naste Traveler’s November 2013 
article “Quirky Souvenirs from Some of the World’s Best 
Museum Gift Shops.”

the Museum shop website got a makeover in Fy 2014 and  

features over 100 items available for purchase online.

the American Folk Art Museum shop. photo by kat hennesey.

www.shop.folkartmuseum.org
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^ the Peaceable kingdom, Edward 
hicks (1780–1849), newtown, 
pennsylvania, 1829–1831, oil on 
canvas, in original painted wood 
frame, 20 1/2 x 24" (framed),  
gift of carroll and Donna Janis, 
2013.3.1. photo by Gavin 
Ashworth.

> Birds Got to have Somewhere to 
roost, thornton Dial sr. (b. 1928), 
Alabama, 2012, wood, carpet 
scraps, corrugated tin, burlap, 
nails, and enamel on wood, 61 1/4 
x 48 x 10", gift of the thornton 
Dial family, 2013.6.1. photo  
by stephen pitkin/pitkin studio.

^ Soul (hdy 0313), hiroyuki Doi 
(b. 1945), tokyo, Japan, 2011,
ink on paper, 18 x 15", gift of  
the artist and yoshiko otsuka 
Fine Art international, 2013.7.1.
photo by Adam reich.

neW AcQuisitions
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^ tunebook, Daniel steele (dates 
unknown), pennsylvania, c. 1790, 
watercolor and ink on paper,  
5 x 8 1/2" (closed), museum 
purchase with partial funds 
provided by becky and bob 
Alexander, lucy and Mike 
Danziger, Jane and Gerald 
katcher, Donna and Marvin 
schwartz, kristy and steve scott, 
and an anonymous donor, 2014.1.1. 
photo courtesy sotheby’s,  
new york.

^ untitled (horse and rider), 
Martín ramírez (1895–1963), 
Auburn, california, c. 1948–1963, 
crayon and pencil on pieced 
paper, 17 3/4 x 23 1/8", gift of 
David l. Davies and Jack Weeden, 
2013.4.1. © Estate of Martín 
ramírez. photo by Adam reich.

^ running horse Silhouette resist 
Plate, conrad kolb ranninger 
(1809–1869), Montgomery county, 
pennsylvania, 1838, glazed red 
earthenware, 1 3/4 x 7 5/8" diam., 
museum purchase with partial 
funds provided by becky and  
bob Alexander, lucy and Mike 
Danziger, Jane and Gerald 
katcher, Donna and Marvin 
schwartz, kristy and steve scott, 
and an anonymous donor, 
2014.1.2. photo © 2000 John 
bigelow taylor, new york.

^ Miniature Slipware Plate, artist 
unidentified, southeastern 
pennsylvania, c. 1820–1850, 
glazed red earthenware, 5/8 x  
4 15/16" diam., museum purchase 
with funds provided by lucy and 
Mike Danziger in honor of ralph 
Esmerian—the beginning of his 
extraordinary collection, 2014.1.3. 
photo © 2000 John bigelow 
taylor, new york.

^ Slip trailing Cup, artist 
unidentified, southeastern 
pennsylvania, 1827, glazed red 
earthenware, 2 3/4 x 2 3/8 x  
3 1/8", museum purchase with 
funds provided by lucy and Mike 
Danziger, 2014.1.4. photo © 2000 
John bigelow taylor, new york.

^ religious text, John Van Minian 
(act. 1791–1835), berks or 
Montgomery county, pennsylvania, 
or baltimore county, Maryland, 
1820–1835, watercolor and ink on 
paper, 8 1/8 x 4 1/2", museum 
purchase, 2014.1.5.
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^ Mother Symbolically 
represented/the kathredal, 
Achilles G. rizzoli (1896–1981), 
san Francisco, california, 1936, 
ink on rag paper, 27 3/4 x  
47 5/8", promised gift of Audrey 
heckler, p1.2013.1. © the Ames 
Gallery, berkeley, california. 
photo by Adam reich.

^ Sitting and Waiting—the Man 
needs, thornton Dial sr. (b. 1928), 
Alabama, 1993, enamel, oil, spray 
paint, found metal, and wood on 
canvas on wood, 60 x 48 x 7 1/2", 
gift of ron and June shelp, 
2013.5.1. photo by Gavin 
Ashworth.

^ don’t Go Crossing My Fence, 
lonnie holley (b. 1950), Alabama, 
1994, wood, garden hose, mop, 
lamp base, and other found 
materials, 81 x 52 x 23", gift of 
ron and June shelp, 2013.5.2. 
photo by Gavin Ashworth.

> untitled, ronald lockett 
(1965–1998), bessemer, Alabama, 
c. 1988, paint and wire mesh on 
plywood, 43 x 42 1/2 x 2", gift of 
ron and June shelp, 2013.5.8.
photo by Adam reich.

^ Proud Family, thornton Dial sr. 
(b. 1928), Alabama, 1997, artificial 
flowers, printed fabric, wire, rope, 
rubber, plastic, oil paint, clothing,  
glove, metal, and enamel, 48 x 60 x 8", 
gift of ron and June shelp, 2013.5.4. 
photo by Adam reich.
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^ God Created Man in his own 
image, ronald lockett (1965–
1998), bessemer, Alabama, 1988, 
paint and metal on wood panel, 
48 x 66 x 5", gift of ron and  
June shelp, 2013.5.9. photo by 
Adam reich.

^ untitled, Mary t. smith 
(1904–1995), hazelhurst, 
Mississippi, 1987, paint on wood, 
33 5/8 x 24 1/4", gift of ron and 
June shelp, 2013.5.10. photo by 
Adam reich.

^ untitled, Mose tolliver 
(c. 1921–2006), Montgomery, 
Alabama, c. 1980, house paint  
on plywood, 23 x 25", gift of  
ron and June shelp, 2013.5.11. 
photo by Adam reich.

^ untitled, Mehrdad rashidi 
(b. 1963), Germany, 2013,  
ink and crayon on found card,  
16 1/2 x 11 1/2", gift of the  
henry boxer Gallery, 2014.2.1.

not shoWn:
redwork embroidered quilt, 
charlotte “lottie” zeuner 
(1841–1915), chicago, c. 1885, 
cotton with cotton embroidery, 
82 1/4 x 83 3/4", gift of Mr. and 
Mrs. John p. boelte, 2014.3.1.

Children at Play Crib quilt, 
Eleanor loos boelte (1906–2000); 
from paragon kit, White plains, 
new york, c. 1940, appliquéd 
cotton with cotton embroidery,  
53 1/2 x 35 1/2", gift of Mr. and 
Mrs. John p. boelte, 2014.3.3.

Pink-and-White embroidered quilt,
Eleanor loos boelte (1906–2000), 
White plains, new york, c. 1940, 
cotton with cotton embroidery, 
101 3/4 x 62", gift of Mr. and Mrs. 
John p. boelte, 2014.3.2.

Scarecrow, hawkins bolden 
(1914–2005), tennessee, c. 1988, 
found metal, carpet, wood, and 
nails, 79 x 25 x 14", gift of ron 
and June shelp, 2013.5.3.

love Seat, richard Dial (b. 1955), 
bessemer, Alabama, c. 1989, 
painted and welded chair of found 
steel, 63 1/4 x 29 1/2 x 39 3/4", 
gift of ron and June shelp, 
2013.5.5.

Crucifixion, thornton Dial Jr. 
(b. 1953), Alabama, c. 1989, wood, 
barbed wire, and paint, 52 x  
44 1/2 x 21", gift of ron and  
June shelp, 2013.5.6.

untitled, lonnie holley (b. 1950), 
Alabama, before 2006, bottle, 
wires, cloth, and found materials, 
10 x 2 x 1 1/2", gift of ron and 
June shelp, 2013.5.7.

10 untitled Drawings, Mehrdad 
rashidi (b. 1963), Germany, 
2006–2013, ink and crayon on 
found card, paper, and envelope, 
various dimensions, gift of the 
henry boxer Gallery, 2014.2.2–11.

the estate of artist ralph Fasanella sr. (1914–1997) donated an 
archive of films, publications, and ephemera. this builds on the 
museum’s significant archival holdings from a previous gift  
of notebooks, sketches, correspondence, personal records, and 
photographs, also from the Fasanella estate.
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FinAnciAl stAtements

American Folk Art Museum

Audited statement of Financial position

As of June 30, 2014 and 2013

  6/30/14 6/30/13

Assets  

 cAsh AnD cAsh equIvAlents  805,942  355,889 

 Accounts AnD government grAnt receIvABle  95,556  62,985 

 PrePAID exPenses AnD other Assets 346,606  241,312 

 PleDges receIvABle, net  383,933  2,377,881 

 cAsh In Investment Account 6,659,156  5,385,672 

 ProPerty AnD equIPment, net  175,472  155,508 

 Bequest helD In PerPetuAl  1,032,008  944,818 
 trust-PermAnently restrIcteD

totAl Assets 9,498,673  9,524,065 

liAbilities  

 Accounts PAyABle AnD AccrueD exPenses  129,354  84,237 

 DeFerreD rent  49,157  51,315 

 AccrueD sAlArIes AnD vAcAtIon 92,991  90,086 

totAl liAbilities 271,502  225,638 

commitments AnD contingencies 

net Asset (DeFicit)

 unrestrIcteD 2,988,443  2,038,668 

 temPorArIly restrIcteD 4,446,069  5,554,290 

 PermAnently restrIcteD 1,792,659  1,705,469 

totAl net Assets (DeFicit) 9,227,171 9,298,427 

totAl liAbilities AnD net Assets 9,498,673  9,524,065 

the accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. to view the full report, visit folkartmuseum.org/about/policies-and-financials.
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American Folk Art Museum

statements of Activities

For the year ended June 30, 2014

  unrestricted temporarily permanently total 2014

   restricted restricted 

reVenue, support AnD other  

 contrIButIons  $787,183   $312,335 – $1,099,518 

 Bequests  –  –  – –

 suPPort From FounDAtIons AnD  

 corPorAtIons $145,501   $350,500  – $496,001 

 sPecIAl events AnD BeneFIts,  

 net oF DIrect exPenses 

 oF 101,978 In 2014 $377,889   – – $377,889 

 government suPPort $322,445   – – $322,445  

 memBershIP  $205,714   – – $205,714  

 AuxIlIAry ActIvItIes  $777,164   – – $777,164  

 Investment ActIvIty, net $773,830 $99,289  $87,190  $960,309

 other Income $128,661 – – $128,661

 net Assets releAseD From  

 restrIctIons $1,870,345 ($1,870,345) – –

totAl reVenue, support AnD other $5,388,732  ($1,108,221) $87,190  $4,367,701  

expenses  

 ProgrAms  $2,568,681   – – $2,568,681 

 AuxIlIAry ActIvItIes  $638,560   – – $638,560 

 memBershIP $157,384   – – $157,384 

 mAnAgement AnD generAl $619,397 – – $619,397

 FunDrAIsIng $454,935 – – $454,935

totAl expenses $4,438,957   – – $4,438,957 

chAnge in totAl net Assets  $949,775  ($1,108,221) $87,190  ($71,256)

net Assets—beginning oF the YeAr $2,038,668  $5,554,290  $1,705,469  $9,298,427

net Assets—enD oF YeAr $2,988,443  $4,446,096  $1,792,659  $9,227,171 
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in grateful recognition of the  

individuals and organizations  

whose generosity supports  

the mission of the American  

Folk Art museum. Annual  

supporters at $2,500 or  

above are recognized as  

members of Folk Art circle. 

leADership giFt

Joyce B. cowin 

beneFActors  

($500,000 and above)

the David Davies and Jack 
Weeden Fund for exhibitions 

the henry luce Foundation

pAtrons  

($100,000 and above)

William s. Arnett 

susan Baerwald/marcy carsey: 
Just Folk 

gordon W. Bailey 

the Ford Foundation

Audrey B. heckler

the Institute for museum and 
library services

the leir charitable Foundations

new york city Department of 
cultural Affairs

laura and richard Parsons

neal A. Prince

ron and June shelp 

elizabeth and Irwin Warren

innoVAtors  

($50,000 and above)

monty Blanchard and leslie 
tcheyan

Bloomberg Philanthropies

lucy and mike Danziger

karin and Jonathan Fielding 

ADVocAtes  

($25,000 and above)

lawrence B. Benenson 

Blanchette hooker rockefeller 
Fund

the coby Foundation, ltd.

kendra and Allan Daniel

hiroyuki Doi 

estate of ralph Fasanella 

Jacqueline Fowler 

Barbara l. gordon and W. 
stephen cannon

maggi and David gordon

the Jm kaplan Fund

national endowment for the Arts

the new york state council on 
the Arts

the Peter Jay sharp Foundation 

rockefeller Foundation

Paul Washington

guArDiAns  

($10,000 and above)

Becky and Bob Alexander

the Bank of new york mellon

the Beth m. uffner Arts Fund

valerie and Jay Brown

citi

the estée lauder companies

Friends of heritage Preservation

rebecca and michael s. gamzon

yaz and valentín hernández

housewares charity Foundation

Joan m. and victor l. Johnson

Jane and gerald katcher 

Penny and Allan katz

Jerry lauren

Petra and stephen levin

lily Auchincloss Foundation, Inc.

sean mahoney

metlife company

mr. and mrs. Jonathan m. nelson

Agnes nixon

oxo

leo rabkin 

rapaport Family charitable trust

Donna and marvin schwartz

Peter g. scotese

kristy and steve m. scott

corey r. shanus

Jean s. and Frederic A. sharf

lucy sykes and euan rellie

time Warner Inc.

Paul r. Weidner

the Wilma s. and laurence A. 
tisch Foundation

Anonymous (2)

steWArDs  

($2,500 and above)

American Folk Art society

scott Asen

Adele Block

Berry Bloomingdale and steve 
keller

the Bonnie cashin Fund

Barry Briskin and Jim Duggan

Dr. Joyce F. Brown

yolanda and Alvin Brown

Barbara Bundy

Phyllis D. collins

Donors, Folk Art circle, AnD members
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margaret crotty

louise hirschfeld cullman and 
louis B. cullman

Peggy and Dick Danziger

sheena and David Danziger 

vivian Donnelley

tiffany Dubin

Andrew edlin

margot and John ernst

Joan murtagh Frankel and 
michael Frankel 

James l. Freeman

merle and Barry ginsburg

Agnes gund

tim gunn

rhoda r. herrick

historical society of early 
American Decoration

hyde and Watson Foundation

thomas Isenberg

John r. & Dorothy D. caples 
Fund

Jaclyn and gerald kaminsky

robert I. kleinberg

nancy kollisch and Jeffrey 
Pressman 

coco and Arie kopelman

Phyllis l. kossoff

Barbara and David krashes

robin laFoley and mitchell Dong

taryn and mark leavitt 

Betty and John levin

stephanie and James loeffler

the marstrand Foundation

mDc Foundation

Wendy and Barry meyer

mr. and mrs. michael A. miles

charlotte moss

emily Anne nixon

oak hill capital management Inc.

stephanie and robert m. olmsted

kate and Peter o’neill

liz and Jeff Peek

the robert lehman Foundation

Patty and michael roberts

rockefeller & co.

ronald and Jo carole lauder 
Foundation

Jean and martin shafiroff

corey r. shanus

skinner, Inc.

su-ellyn stern and Andrew 
mcmaster

rachel and Donald strauber

r. David sudarsky and Frank 
tosto

Frederick terrell and Jonelle 
Proscope

sally and cai von rumohr

sue Ann Weinberg

Barbara and l. John Wilkerson

robert n. Wilson

Wings trading company

Anonymous (3)

Director’s circle  

($1,000 and above)

Peg Alston and Willis Burton

American Folk Art society

Arnhold Foundation, Inc.

gale Arnold

nen Bases

mary F. Beck

linda F. and Irwin r. Berman

mrs. george P. Bissell Jr.

Barbara and James A. Block

marilyn Friedman and thomas 
Block

Justin s. and robert r. 
Bloomingdale

Jane Bloomingdale de cisneros

Francoise Bollack and thomas g. 
killian

Jill and sheldon Bonovitz

virginia m. and Dan W. Boone III

marilyn W. Bottjer

Franny Breuer

susan cahn and mario Batali

shari cavin and randall morris

ellie and edgar cullman Jr.

susan r. cullman and John J. 
kirby

Judy and Aaron Daniels

nancy and michael Druckman

martha Flynn

Frances J. Frawley

robert Froelich

Arlyn and edward gardner

Patricia geoghegan

Barbara and Peter goodman

louis and Phebe goodman

lois l. grass

gail gregg

Bonnie and seymour grossman

ellen s. and robert g. gutenstein

Addie J. guttag

olga and John v. guttag

hansel and gretel Picture 
garden

John A. hays

cheryl henson and edwin A. Finn

chiu-ti Jansen

Paige and todd m. Johnson

J.W. kaempfer

mariana and george kaufman

l’Artigiano unlimited llc

Wendy l. and stephen lash

David lefkowitz

yvonne liu

laura lofaro-Freeman
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katherine luck

kenneth martin

Juliana and Jon may

Judy and ray mccaskey

karin mcnair

kay and george meyer

the northeast group

nancy and morris offit

charles t. o’neal

grace m. Parr

Bill Pullano

roberta rabin

Anne-Imelda radice

Barbara J. riley

Jacqueline rivera-horowitz

susan W. and carl W. robertson

rosenthal & rosenthal Inc.

selig D. sacks

Jeanne and robert savitt

miranda schiller

carole B. and gordon I. segal

Ann g. and Peter l. sheldon

Amy and Jeffrey silverman

ellen stein

Bonnie and thomas W. strauss

cathy sulzberger and Joe 
Perpich

the sulzberger Foundation 
marion s. heiskell giving Fund

David teiger

lisa tung and spencer glendon

Frederico Wasserman

marshall Weinberg

Barbara and gerard c. Wertkin

olivia Wheat

Judy F. Zankel

beneFActor  

($500 and above)

Anne and David Altchek

tina and Aarne Anton

Adam Arnow

molly F. Ashby and gerald m. 
lodge

charles Atkins

Betsy s. Aubrey and s. 
lichtenberg

lenore and stephen Blank

leslie and Andrew Blauner

michael o. Braun

laurie krasny Brown and marc 
Brown

noreen Buckfire

Peter cameron

sandy and thomas J. 
campanella

Brigitte and W. Bliss carnochan 

Barbara and tracy cate

DuPre cochran

sherryl and gerald cohen

Deutsche Bank north America

Diana Douglas and michael ogle

Deborah and Arnold Dunn

Amy Finkel

harriet Finkelstein

the Foundation to Promote self 
taught Art Inc.

susan and henry Fradkin

the galerie st. etienne

sally and William gemmill

ellin and Baron J. gordon

greater hudson heritage 
network

carl hammer

Jill and ken Iscol

thomas Isenberg

vera and Josef Jelinek

John Jerit

carol A. keyser

elina kremer

sam lebowitz

Francine leFrak and richard 
Friedberg

lorie c. and charles J. levy Jr.

monika machon and richard 
Bram

nancy B. maddrey

mattsson-mchale Foundation

Patricia and samuel D. 
mccullough

margaret g. mclaughlin

cindy Amidon and James D. 
meltzer

linda mevorach

evelyn s. meyer

nancy middleton

Anne W. miller

virginia J. mitchell

molloy college

Diane nelson

suzanne and michael Payne

charlotte and stanley Plotnick

neila radin and norman Abrams

ricco maresca gallery

Brett robbins

harriet P. robbins

margaret robson

thomas rousch

Didi and oscar schafer

susan manning silverstein

Barbara and Arun singh

Jean and eugene stark

elizabeth A. stern

Barbara and Donald tober

lindsay torpey-cross

roy villa

george Wein

Doranna and Bruce Wendel 

tracy and marc Whitehead

mark s. Williams

malcah Zeldis

Anonymous

the museum is grateful to  

its generous members and  

supporters at every level.
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edward v. “monty” 
Blanchard Jr., President

laura Parsons, Chairman lawrence B. Benenson Joyce B. cowin

Allan Daniel lucy cullman Danziger karin Fielding Jacqueline Fowler 

Barbara l. gordon  David gordon  Audrey heckler  Peter rapaport

elizabeth v. Warren Paul Washington

trustees emeriti

Didi Barrett

Barry D. Briskin

Joseph F. cullman 3rd*

David l. Davies*

samuel Farber*

cordelia hamilton*

Joan m. Johnson

Frances sirota martinson*

george h. meyer

cyril I. nelson*

margaret Z. robson*

george F. shaskan Jr.*

richard Walker

l. John Wilkerson

*Deceased

boArD oF trustees 
2013–2014
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executive Director 
Dr. Anne-Imelda radice

Deputy Director for 
curatorial Affairs, chief 
curator, and Director of 
exhibitions 
stacy c. hollander

Deputy Director for 
Administration and 
Development 
elizabeth kingman 

curator, Art of the 
self-taught and Art brut 
Dr. valérie rousseau

collections 
Ann-marie reilly,  
chief registrar and 
Director of exhibition 
Production

lauren Arnold,  
Deputy registrar and 
rights and reproductions 
coordinator

mimi lester,  
rapaport Archivist

louise masarof, librarian†

Development 
karley klopfenstein, 
Director of Institutional 
giving, strategy, and 
evaluation

Anna hessa,  
Development and events 
Associate

education 
rachel rosen,  
Director of education

suzanne de vegh,  
Director of Public 
Programs and Audience 
engagement

lara ewen,  
Free music Fridays 
coordinator†

marketing, publishing, 
and public relations 
Barbara livenstein, 
Director of strategic 
communications†

megan conway,  
Director of Publications 
and Website

samantha Fein, 
social media Associate†

kate Johnson,  
graphic Designer and 
Production manager†

Accounting and 
information technology 
Angela lam,  
Accountant 

richard ho,  
Director of Information 
technologies

security and Facilities 
sandy B. yun,  
Director of gallery 
operations

kenneth Bing,  
security and Facilities

Bienvenido medina, 
security and Facilities

museum shop 
stefanie levinson, 
Director of retail services

katie kalin,  
shop Associate and 
Weekend gallery manager

samantha Pursel,  
shop Associate

Jason sampson,  
shop Associate

susan simpson,  
shop Associate

†Part-time staff

interns 
claudia grigg edo, 
Cambridge University, England 
(PhD, 2015)

Anna efanova, Columbia 
University, New York, NY

Zara goldberg, Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, IL

natasha A. gross, Goucher 
College, Baltimore, MD

Jonathan hecht, Free Music 
Fridays Assistant

katherine Jentleson, Duke 
University, Durham, NC (PhD, 
2015)

charlotte kiechel, Williams 
College, Williamstown, MA

kaitlin meehan, Seton Hall 
University, South Orange, NJ

scarlett Perry, Wesleyan 
University, Middletown, CT

Alexandra rozansky, 
University of Edinburgh, Scotland 
(MSc, 2012)

Francesca soriano, Colby 
College, Waterville, ME

elena terhune, Smith College, 
Northampton, MA

emily Wertkin, Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges, Geneva, 
NY

qianni Zhu, Bryn Mawr 
College, Bryn Mawr, PA

stAFF 
As oF october 1, 2014

Museum staff on May 5, 2014. photo by christine Wise.



51

Docents 
Docents at the American Folk Art 
Museum are volunteers that receive 
special training from the curatorial 
department to lead public tours and 
generously give their time, expertise, 
and enthusiasm to make visits 
memorable. 

Deborah Ash 
William Bedwell 
lenore Blank 
Dena Bock 
Antonio hidalgo 
John hood 
carol keyser 
Arlene kreisler 
monica murphy 
selma rosen 
Betty Ann schoenfeld 
marilyn schwartz 
linda simon 
su-ellyn stern 
rachel strauber

Docents emerita 
mercedes Bierman 
Joyce eppler 
roberta gaynor 
millie gladstone 
Arlene hochman 
mildred kalinski 
louise kaminow 
Bella kranz 
sherrill kraus 
shirley lindenbaum 
krystyna Pitula 
roberta rabin 
Phyllis selnick

Volunteers 
sarah Benvenuti  
eleanor Berman 
elena Bernstein 
mercedes Bierman 
Jennifer Bodenweber 
hilory Boucher 
Amanda Brown-Inz  
Angela clair 
linda clark 
Donna cohen 

 
sandy Davidson 
suzanne De vito 
Pam edel 
landry erlick 
nancy Fischer 
kerri Ford  
Alex Fu  
rhoda galub 
roberta gaynor 
sveta gitelzon  
millie gladstone 
carly goettel  
nancy greenberg 
elaine grohman 
carol gruber 
mallie gusset  
Arlene hochman 
susann hogue 
Jordan Jitzchaki  
micheline kagan 
mildred kalinski 
Jennifer kalter  
louise kaminow 
Brittany kelly  
John kingman  
kate kleber 
Bella kranz 
sherrill kraus 
samantha krusi 
Joseph lawrence 
shirley lindenbaum 
ellen mactas 
yelena modik  
Barbara neski 
clara Peterson  
krystyna Pitula 
charlotte Plotnick 
Irene Porges 
roberta rabin 
nina rosinek 
louise rothman 
Phyllis selnick 
nancy small 
nancy taylor 
courtney Wagner  
lisa Wolfe

thank you!

2014 marks kenneth bing’s 25th year 
at the museum! ken has been working 
as a guard and welcoming visitors at  
2 lincoln square since 1989. his 
service and dedication to the museum 
is deeply appreciated.

the museum is enormously grateful to 
marie Dimanno, who was on staff for 
32 years before retiring from her role 
as shop Director in 2013. the shop’s 
many successes during marie’s tenure 
were due in large part to her love  
for the work, dedication, and personal 
touches. endless thanks go to 
publications jack-of-all-trades tanya 
heinrich, who left her role as Director 
of Publications in 2014 after 21 years at 
the museum. tanya was an invaluable 
editorial force of Folk Art magazine 
and executed the museum’s exhibition 
catalogs and printed matter with 
exemplary skill and care. the museum 
wishes marie and tanya all the best in 
their future endeavors and thanks 
them for their many years of support.
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in memoriAm

DAViD l. DAVies (1926–2012)

Friend and trustee David L. Davies served on the board from 1990 to 2010. A 
celebrated collector, David generously donated the iconic c. 1899 Man on a 
Bicycle Trade Sign, Morris Hirshfield’s 1945 masterwork The Artist and His 
Model, and important American weathervanes to the museum’s collection. A 
bon vivant of the old school, David is deeply missed. David and his partner, 
Jack Weeden, generously bequeathed $1 million to the museum to establish 
the David Davies and Jack Weeden Fund for Exhibitions, to support future 
museum exhibitions. 

sAm FArber (1924–2013)

Sam Farber served as a trustee from 1996 to 2005 and, thereafter, served as 
trustee emeritus. A passionate and avid collector of art brut and art of the 
self-taught, Sam gave important works to the museum which greatly 
enhanced the collection, and also lent his own works generously, helping to 
educate the public and raise awareness about this art. Sam was a driving 
force behind the acquisition of twenty-two watercolors by Henry Darger, as 
well as Darger’s source materials and archives. His leadership and generosity 
was inspiring and the musem will continue to be guided by his vision.  
He was a man of style, grace, humility, and intellect.

kristinA bArbArA Johnson (1937–2013)

Kristina Barbara Johnson served on the museum’s board for four decades and 
led the museum as President of the board in the early 1970s. She donated a 
number of artworks related to her great interest in whaling history and art 
related to the sea, nineteenth century trade signs, and an important early 
collection of tinsel paintings. During her early tenure at the museum, 
Kristina helped to establish the museum’s award-winning quarterly journal 
The Clarion (later Folk Art) and exhibited extraordinary dedication to the 
museum. Kristina was celebrated for her warm nature, quirky charisma, and 
passion for the museum. Her generosity was invaluable, and the museum 
was honored to have such a good friend.



Frances sirota Martinson (1923–2012)

Frances Sirota Martinson joined the board in 1976 and served as the esteemed 
Executive Vice President and Chairman Emeritus. In addition to her work as a 
dedicated officer of the museum, Frances was energetically committed to the 
gallery renovations at the museum’s 2 Lincoln Square headquarters. Frances was 
predeceased by her husband, Paul Martinson, who was a cousin of one of the 
museum’s founders, Joseph B. Martinson (who died in 1970). Frances and Paul 
administrated a memorial fund established in their cousin’s name, the proceeds  
of which directly benefited the museum including the purchase of major works 
from the renowned Howard and Jean Lipman collection, which then formed the 
core of the museum’s holdings in traditional folk art. These remain among  
the most treasured works of art in the collection. Frances was able to share her  
love of music, among other interests, through concerts she hosted at the museum. 
She will be missed for her intelligence, energy, and undeterred enthusiasm. 

Margaret robson (1932–2014)

Margaret Robson served as a board member from 1998 to 2007. Her invaluable 
contributions made many initiatives possible. In addition to donating works of  
art and supporting major exhibitions, Margaret funded the Henry Darger Study 
Center Fellowship for several years, making it possible for serious scholars to 
conduct original research through four weeks of unprecedented access to one of  
the museum’s most renowned collections. Margaret will be remembered for her 
electric energy, incisive thinking, and elegance. 

Back cover: Cleveland-HendriCks Crazy Quilt, artist unidentified; initialed “J.F.r.,” united states, 1885–1890, 
lithographed silk ribbons, silk, and wool with cotton fringe and silk and metallic embroidery, 75 x 77", gift of Margaret 
Cavigga, 1985.23.3. this important quilt received conservation treatment generously funded by the Greater Hudson 
Heritage network. the Conservation treatment Grant Program of Greater Hudson Heritage network is made possible  
with public funds from the new york state Council on the arts, a state agency.
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