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Curriculum Vitae
Ralph Fasanella

1914-1997

ONE-PERSON EXHIBITIONS

2014

Ralph Fasanella: Lest We Forget, Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, D.C. (May
2—-August 3); traveled to American Folk Art Museum, New York (September 2—
November 30)

Ralph Fasanella: The Art of Social Engagement, AFL-CIO Headquarters, Washington, D.C.
(May 2—-August 1)

Everyday Heroes: Ralph Fasanella’s Paintings of American Life, Fenimore Art Museum,

Cooperstown, New York (April 1-May 26)

2013
Fasanella’s Lawrence, Lawrence Heritage State Park Gallery, Lawrence, Massachusetts (October
11-December 16)

Ralph Fasanella: A More Perfect Union, Andrew Edlin Gallery, New York (May 9-July 3)

2008
Ralph Fasanella: Passionate Visionary of New York, Art League of Long Island, Dix Hills, New

York (May 3—June 15)



2006
Ralph Fasanella (1914—-1997): Artist of the People, ACA Galleries, New York (December 9,

2006-February 3,2007)

2001

Ralph Fasanella’s America, Fenimore Art Museum, Cooperstown, New York (April 1-December
31,2001); traveled to New-York Historical Society, New York (April 1-July 15, 2002)
and the Mennello Museum of American Folk Art, Orlando, Florida (August 15—
November 30, 2002)

Ralph Fasanella: American Panorama, ACA Galleries, New York (June 7-July 7,2001)

2000

Fun City: Celebrating the Life of Ralph Fasanella, Hudson River Museum, Yonkers, New
York (June 30—September 10)

Working People: The Art of Ralph Fasanella, Bread and Roses Cultural Project, New York

Ralph Fasanella, The Main Street Gallery, Dobbs Ferry, New York

1999
Urban Utopia: The Folk Art of Ralph Fasanella, Avram Gallery, Southampton College, Long

Island University, Southampton, New York (February 1-26)

1996

Double Play: Baseball Paintings by Ralph Fasanella and John Dobbs, ACA Galleries, New York

1993



“This Guy’s Painting Our Lives”: Ralph Fasanella, Worker Activist/Worker Artist, Michigan

State University Museum, East Lansing, Michigan (May 1-June 15)

1990

Russell Rotunda, Russell Building, Washington, D.C.

1989
Jewett Hall Gallery, University of Maine, Augusta

O’Leary Library Gallery, University of Massachusetts, Lowell, Massachusetts

1988

Paintings and Drawings from the Mill Series, Addison Gallery of American Art, Phillips
Academy, Andover, Massachusetts; traveled to Middlesex Community College, Lowell,
Massachusetts (1989) and Governor’s State Room, Rhode Island State House, Providence
(1989)

Lawrence Visitor Center, Lawrence Heritage State Park, Lawrence, Massachusetts

1987

Massachusetts College of Art, Boston

1986

Blue Hill Cultural Center, Pearl River, New York (October 17, 1986—January 30, 1987)

1985
Urban Visions: The Paintings of Ralph Fasanella, Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell

University, Ithaca, New York (September 11-November 10); traveled to New York State



Museum, Albany; New Bedford Whaling Museum, New Bedford, Massachusetts; Tampa
Museum of Art, Florida (June 1-August 3, 1986); and Museum of Art, Pennsylvania
State University, University Park

Hostos Art Gallery, Hostos Community College, Bronx, New York

1984
Galerie Felicie, New York

Fenimore House Museum, Cooperstown, New York

1983

Fenimore House Museum, Cooperstown, New York

1981
Jay Johnson’s America’s Folk Heritage Gallery, New York

Grey Art Gallery, New York University, New York

1980

Gallery 1199, New York

1979
Nardin Gallery, New York,
Posner Gallery, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Columbia Gallery, Chicago

1977

Addison Gallery of American Art, Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachusetts



1976

Hudson River Museum, Yonkers, New York

1974

Coe Kerr Gallery, New York

1973
Xerox Gallery, Rochester, New York
Ralph Fasanella— Primitive Painter, Shaw-Rimmington Gallery, Toronto, Ontario, Canada (May

26-June 9)

1972

Automation House Gallery, New York (October 14-November 4)

1968

Ralph Fasanella, St. Augustine’s Church, Bronx, New York (June 28)

1966

Hudson River Museum, Yonkers, New York

1957

Ralph Fasanella Paintings, James Gallery, New York (April 26-May 16)

1954

Ralph Fasanella, The Teachers Center, New York (March 28)



1947

Paintings by Ralph Fasanella, ACA Gallery, New York (September 15-27)

GROUP EXHIBITIONS
2011

Grandma Moses and the ‘Primitive’ Tradition, Bennington Museum, Bennington, Vermont

1994

Special Collections, Hill Gallery, Birmingham, Michigan

1988
City Folk— Ethnic Traditions in the Metropolitan Area, Paine Webber Art Gallery, New York

(presented by the Museum of American Folk Art)

1987

Diamonds Are Forever— Artists and Writers on Baseball, New York State Museum, Albany,
New York/Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service; followed by national
tour through 1992)

The Grand Game of Baseball, Museum of the Borough of Brooklyn, Brooklyn, New York

Play Ball: The Art of Baseball, The Castle Gallery, College of New Rochelle, New Rochelle,

New York

1986

Tides of Immigration, Museum of the Borough of Brooklyn, Brooklyn, New York



1984
Beyond Tradition: Contemporary American Folk Art, The Katonah Gallery, Katonah, New York;
followed by national tour through 1988

American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters, New York

1983
Rizolli Gallery, New York

Staatliche Kunsthalle, West Berlin, Germany

1982

American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters, New York

1981
Champions of American Sport, National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, Washington,
D.C.; followed by national tour through 1984

Images of Labor, Gallery 1199, New York

1977

Acquisitions: 1974—1977, Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Washington, D.C.

1958

National Academy of Design, New York

1947

Social Art Today, ACA Galleries, New York (February—March)



PUBLIC COLLECTIONS

Addison Gallery of American Art, Andover, Massachusetts
Administration Building, State of Rhode Island, Providence

American Folk Art Museum, New York

Baseball Hall of Fame, Cooperstown, New York

City Hall, Bedford, Massachusetts

Communications Workers of America, Washington, D.C.

Ellis Island Immigration Museum, Ellis Island, New York

Flint Public Library, Flint, Michigan

Harold Washington Public Library, Chicago

Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Washington, D.C.

Labor Museum and Learning Center, Flint, Michigan

Lawrence Heritage State Park Visitors Center, Lawrence, Massachusetts
Lewiston/Auburn College, University of Southern Maine, Lewiston, Maine
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan

Milwaukee Art Museum, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

New Bedford City Hall, New Bedford, Massachusetts

New York State Historical Association—Fenimore House Museum, Cooperstown, New York
Oakland International Airport, Oakland, California

Oakland Public Library, Oakland, California

O’Leary Library, University of Massachusetts, Lowell

Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, D.C.

State Capitol Building, Lansing, Michigan

United States Capitol Building, Washington, D.C.



U. S. State Department, Washington, D.C.

10



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Baigell, Matthew, and Julia Williams. Artists Against War and Fascism: Papers of the First
American Artists Congress. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1986.

Beaty, Jerome, and J. Paul Hunter. New Worlds of Literature: Writings from America’s Many
Cultures. New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1994.

Berger, John. About Looking. New York: Pantheon Books, 1980.

Bergman, Denise, ed. City River of Voices. Albuquerque, NM: West End Press, 1992.

Bernstein, Barry. Literature & Language. Evanston, IL: McDougal, Littell, 1992.

Bishop, Robert. Folk Painters of America. New York: E. P. Dutton, 1979.

Blatt, Martin Henry, and Martha K. Norkunas,. Work, Recreation, and Culture: Essays in
American Labor History. New York: Garland Publishing, 1996.

Buhle, Mari Jo, Paul Buhle, and Harvey J. Kaye, eds. The American Radical. New York:
Routledge, 1994.

Buhle, Paul, and Edmund B. Sullivan. Images of American Radicalism. Hanover, MA:
Christopher Publishing House, 1998.

Cahn, William. Lawrence 1912: The Bread & Roses Strike. New York: Pilgrim Press, 1977.

Casewit, Curtis W. Making a Living in the Fine Arts: Advice from the Pros. New York:
Macmillan Publishing Company, 1981.

Chaparro, Jacqueline L., and Mary Ann Trost. Reading Literature-Green Level. Evanston, IL:
McDougal, Littell, 1985.

Charles, Randall I., and Alba Gonzalez Thompson. Secondary Math. Menlo Park, CA: Addison-
Wesley. 1986.

Chwast, Seymour, and Steven Heller. The Art of New York. New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1974.

11



Cohen, Barbara, ed. New York Observed: Artists and Writers Look at the City, 1650 to the
Present. New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1987.

Cohen, David William. The Combing of History. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1994.

Colombo, Furio, Da Kennedy a Watergate: Quindici anni di vita americana. Torino, Italy:
Societa Editrice Internazionale, 1974..

D’Acierno, Pellegrino. The Italian American Heritage: A Companion to Literature and Arts. New
York: Garland, 1999.

D’ Ambrosio, Paul D. Fasanella’s America. Cooperstown, NY: Fenimore Art Museum, 2001.

— — —. “Ralph Fasanella: The Making of a Working-Class Artist.” Folk Art 20, no. 2 (Summer
1995): 26-33.

DiStasi, Lawrence. Dream Streets: The Big Book of Italian American Culture. New York: Harper
and Row, 1989.

Divine, Robert A., T. H. Breen, George M. Fredrickson, and R. Hal Williams, America, Past and
Present. Volume II: From 1865. Glenview, IL: Scott, Foresman, 1984.

Doob, Christopher Bates. Sociology: An Introduction. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston,
1984.

Doss, Erika. “Ralph Fasanella’s More Perfect Union: Art, Labor, and Politics in Post-World War
IT America.” In Ralph Fasanella: A More Perfect Union. New York: Andrew Edlin
Gallery, 2013.

Elias, Robert, ed. Baseball and the American Dream: Race, Class, Gender and the National
Pastime. Armonk, NY: M. E. Sharpe, 2001.

Emra, Bruce. Sports in Literature. Lincolnwood, IL: National Textbook, 1991.

Eshleman, J. Ross, Barbara G. Cashion, and Lawrence A. Basirico. Sociology: An Introduction.
New York: Harper Collins, 1993.

Fasanella, Marc. “The Utopian Vision of an Immigrant’s Son: The Oil on Canvas Legacy of

Ralph Fasanella.” Italian Americana Art 28, n0. 2 (Summer 2010).

12



Fleming, Maria, ed. A Place at the Table: Struggles for Equality in America. New York:
Oxford University Press/Southern Poverty Law Center, 2001.

Foner, Moe, ed. Images of Labor. New York: Pilgrim Press, 1981.

Foner, Philip Sheldon, and Reinhard Schultz. Das Andere Amerika. Berlin: Elefanten Press, 1983.

— ——. The Other America: Art and the Labour Movement in the United States. West Nyack,
NY: Journeyman Press, 1985.

Gilbert, Rita. Living with Art. New York: McGraw-Hill Inc., 1992.

Giordano, Joseph, ed. The Italian-American Catalogue. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1986.

Gordon, Peter H., Sydney Waller, and Paul L. Weinman, eds. Diamonds Are Forever: Artists and
Writers on Baseball. San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1987.

Green, James R. Taking History to Heart: The Power of the Past in Building Social Movements.
Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2000.

Hakim, Joy. All the People. New York: Oxford University Press, 1995.

Hemphill, Herbert W., abd Julia Weissman. Twentieth-Century American Folk Art and Artists.
New York: E. P. Dutton, 1974.

Henslim, James M. Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1999.

Hersey, John. Yevgeny Yevtushenko, Robert Rozhdestvenski, Ai Qing, Christa Wolf, and Luise
Valenzuela. Save Life on Earth. Edited by Nyna Brael Polumbaum. Cambridge, MA:
Elefanten Press, 1986.

Horwitz, Elinor Lander. Contemporary American Folk Artists. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott,
1975.

Images-Pictoral History of Italian-Americans. New York: Center for Migration Studies of New
York/Fondazione Giovanni Agnelli, 1981.

Janis, Sidney. They Taught Themselves: American Primitive Painters of the 20th Century. New

York: Dial Press, 1942.

13



Johnson, Jay, and William C. Ketchum. American Folk Art of the Twentieth Century. New York:
Rizzoli, 1983.

Kaplan, Paul S. The Human Odyssey: Life-Span Development. St. Paul: West, 1993.

Knepler, Henry, and Myrna Knepler. Crossing Cultures: Readings for Composition. New York:
Macmillan, 1991.

Knox, David. Living Sociology. St. Paul, MN: West, 1990.

Kurtz, Bruce D. Visual Imagination: An Introduction to Art. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall,
1987.

Ley, David. A Social Geography of the City. New York: Harper & Row, 1983.

Maselli, Joseph, and Serena V. Cantoni, eds. Who’s Who Among Italian Americans. Washington,
DC: National Italian American Foundation, 1999.

McAvoy, Suzette Lane. Urban Visions: The Paintings of Ralph Fasanella. Ithaca, NY:
Herbert F. Johnson Museum, Cornell University, 1985

Meyer, Gerald. Vito Marcantonio: Radical Politician, 1902—-1954. Albany, NY: State University
of New York Press, 1989.

Mollerstrom, Sten, ed. Glad Konst! Malmo, Sweden: Bra Bocker, 1975.

Naive Art Gallery (catalog). Japan: Gakken, 1991.

Okun, Rob A. The Rosenbergs: Collected Visions of Artists and Writers. New York: Universe
Books, 1988.

Orsi, Robert. A. The Madonna of 115th Street. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1985.

— ——. Thank You, St. Jude: Women’s Devotion to the Patron Saint of Hopeless Causes. New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1996.

Pachter, Marc. Champions of American Sport. New York: Harry N. Abrams/National Portrait

Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, 1981.

14



Pérez Foster, RoseMarie, Michael Moskowitz, and Rafael Art Javier, Reaching Across
Boundaries of Culture and Class: Widening the Scope of Psychotherapy. Northvale, NJ:
Jason Aronson, 1996.

Pileggi, Nicholas. “Portrait of the Artist as a Garage Attendant in the Bronx.” New York
Magazine (October 30, 1972): 37-45.

Rodman, Selden. Artists in Tune with Their World: Masters of Popular Art in the Americas &
Their Relation to the Folk Tradition. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1982.

Rosenak, Chuck, and Jan Rosenak. Museum of American Folk Art Encyclopedia of Twentieth-
Century American Folk Art and Artists. New York: Abbeville Press, 1990.

Ruscoe, Michael, ed. Baseball: A Treasury of Art and Literature. New York: Hugh Lauter Levin
Associates, 1993.

Safier, Fannie, ed. Adventures for Readers: Book Two. Austin, TX: Holt, Rinehart and Winston,
1996.

Schaedel, James, and Lynn Jay Wolfmeyer. Fundamentals of Finite Mathematics. Chicago:
Nelson-Hall, 1985.

Schaefer, Richard T., and Robert P. Lamm. Sociology: Annotated Instructor’s Edition. New
York: McGraw-Hill, 1998.

Schinto, Jeanne. Huddle Fever: Living in the Immigrant City. New York: Knopf, 1995.

Science and Nature: The Annual of Marxist Philosophy for Natural Scientists 7/8 (1986).

Seeger, Pete, and Rob Reiser. Carry It On: The Story of America’s Working People in Song and
Picture. Bethlehem, PA: Sing Out, 1991.

Sherman, Marilyn, ed. Reading Literature—Blue Level. Evanston, IL: McDougal, Littel, 1985.

Skidmore, Rex A., Milton G. Thackeray, and O. William Farley. Introduction to Social Work.
Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1969.

Sotheby’s (auction catalog), New York, January 19-21, 1996.

15



Tamburri, Anthony Julian, Paolo A. Giordano, Fred L. Gardaphe. From the Margins: Writings in
Italian Americana. West Lafayette, IN: Purdue University Press, 1990.

Tomasi, Silvano M., ed. Images: A Pictorial History of Italian Americans. New York: Center for
Migration Studies, 1981.

Vlach, John Michael. Plain Painters: Making Sense of American Folk Art. Washington, D.C.
Smithsonian Institution Press, 1988.

Von Blum, Paul. The Critical Vision: A History of Social and Political Art in the U.S. Boston:
South End Press, 1982.

Wallock, Leonard, ed. New York: Culture Capital of the World. New York: Rizzoli International,
1988.

Watson, Patrick. Fasanella’s City. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1973.

World Encyclopedia of Naive Art. Red Lion, PA: Scala/Philip Wilson, 1985.

Yazawa, Shujiro. American Intellectuals: Portraits of the New York Sociologists. Tokyo:
University of Tokyo Press, 1996.

Zandy, Janet, ed. What We Hold in Common: An Introduction to Working-Class Studies. New
York: Feminist Press at the City University of New York, 2001.

Zoss, Joel, and John Bowman. Diamonds in the Rough: The Untold History of Baseball. Chicago:

Contemporary Books, 1996.

FILMS AND VIDEOS

Carver, Ron, and Eva Fasanella. Fasanella. Produced by Gleen Pearcy. New York: Carousel Film
& Video, 1992.
Little Italy. Directed by Will Parrinello. Produced by Mill Valley Film Group/KQED-TV, San

Francisco. Thousand Oaks, CA: Goldhil Video, 1995.

16



Ralph Fasanella Day, Lawrence, MA, 5/1/88. Produced by Hartley Pleshaw. VHS.
Unknown Secrets: Art in the Rosenberg Era. Turners Falls, MA: Green Mountain Post Films,

1990. VHS.

17



